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Every one of us is different in 
some way, but for those of 

us who are more different, we 
have to put more effort into 

convincing the less different that 
we can do the same thing they 

can, just differently.
-Marlee Matlin



“Living Deafness” is a 
photographic series that 
aims to educate people 
around some of the 
challenges and issues 
faced by the Deaf 
community when trying 
to live in modern society 
and lead a satisfying and 
happy everyday life.  

Less than 1% of the 
worlds population are born 
deaf. This may not sound 
like many but still equates 
to approximately 75 million 
people who have hearing 
impairments from the day 
they are born. Modern 
society does very little to 
accommodate the needs 
of these people with the 
majority of daily living 
experiences being 
established on the 
assumption that people 
can hear. The needs of 

Deaf people are usually 
an afterthought. This work 
portrays the life of a deaf 
person who has grown up 
in a hearing world. It 
captures some of the 
adaptions that have been 
provided to assist with 
living in society. Growing 
up with a profoundly deaf 
mother, I have 
experienced first-hand 
some of the challenges 
and adaptations that she 
has had to endure. To 
assist communication, she 
was taught to lip read and 
use verbal sounds. This is 
a significant challenge 
because she is trying to 
make sounds that she 
has never heard and the 
only way to learn this is 
through touch and 
vibration. 

 

Introduction

Whilst this has allowed 
some communication with 
the hearing world, she is 
still very much isolated but 
also because she didn’t 
learn sign language from an 
early age, she feels that she 
is also, to a large extent, 
isolated from the deaf 
community. Very much 
caught between the two 
worlds without fitting in with 
either. 

The images in this work 
portray how she copes with 
being deaf in a majority 
hearing world. It explores 
some of the aids that are 
intended to compensate for 
the lack of hearing and the 
hurdles that she has had to 
overcome. The intent being 
to educate people who in 
the majority are completely 
unaware of these items and 
how they help. 

As well as current day 
photography, I have 
researched archive 
photographs and film to 
illustrate the long-term 
impact of deafness. My 
intent with this work is to 
represent a real disability 
that the majority of 
people don’t really have 
much knowledge of or 
understand the impact that 
those people living with it 
everyday experience. 

Through this work I hope 
that hearing people will gain 
a greater appreciation of 
the effect of deafness on 
the lives of those people 
that have to live with it. By 
increasing this 
appreciation greater 
acknowledgement may be 
made for the needs of deaf 
people when designing and 
creating all aspects of 
modern society.  



Hard of Hearing (HoH)
This term is used to describe 
people who can hear well 
but also needs to have a bit 
more clarity or volume. The 
term ‘hearing impaired’ is also 
used for this group which 
is considered to be a more 
acceptable word than hard of 
hearing or deaf. 

deaf 
The word deaf (with a small 
d) is to describe people who 
have severe hearing loss. 
These people tend to not 
know sign language but have 
the local native language as 
their first language. 

Deaf 
The word Deaf (with a 
capital D) describes people 
who have typically been deaf 
since birth or have been deaf 
from a very young age. Most 
Deaf people tend to learn and 
communicate in sign 
language and use it as their 
first language.

Common Terms
Transistor hearing aids 
Invented in the 1950’s, this 
was a transistor receiver that 
took signals from a 
microphone and sent the 
converted electrical signals to 
small speakers in the 
earpiece. With this 
device it was possible to have 
more than one setting in the 
same device. By 1953, over 
200,000 were sold to the 
public.

Telecommunication 
device 
A telecommunication device 
is an electronic device that   
replaces the phone. This 
allowed users to send text 
over a telephone line to a call 
center who would then relay 
the text verbally to someone 
else using a normal telephone 
on the other end. People who 
couldn’t hear would use these 
by typing what they want to 
say and then reading the 
response on the screen in 
front of them. 

Devices
Partially hearing / deaf 
This term describes a group 
of people who have useful 
hearing but still need 
instruments like a cochlear 
implant or hearing aids to 
improve their hearing that 
little bit more. Generally 
these people may be able 
to use telephones and other 
audio devices depending 
on the extent of hearing 
impairment.

Deafened 
This term is used to 
describe people who lose 
their hearing suddenly in 
later life. This deafness 
could come as a result of 
injury or illness. The term 
‘hearing impaired’ or an 
individual who has “hearing 
loss” is also used for this 
group.

Cochlear implant
Cochlear implants are 
surgically placed into the 
cochlear (inner ear) and 
with a pickup coil located 
on the external face of the 
skull usually behind and 
slightly up from the ear. 
This replicates the function 
of the cochlear by 
sending electronic signals 
to the brain. It provides a 
sense of sound to the user 
but does not cure a hearing 
impairment or deafness. 

Hearing aid 
Invented in the late 20th 
century, hearing aids are 
small electronic devices that 
enhance sounds so that 
people with hearing loss 
can understand and listen 
to the sounds that would 
otherwise be indiscernible. 
By 1996 the first fully digital 
hearing aid was introduced.
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^ Digital hearing aid  



^ Hearing aid record card 

< Hearing aid batteries 





^ Hearing test results 

Before going in to surgery >



^ After the internal cochlear implant operation



^ Rechargable batteries for the cochlear implant 

< Cochlear implant external unit 



^ Waterproof case accessory for the cochlear implant external unit ^ Telecommunication device 



^ Vibrating fire alarm unit

< Wireless flashing doorbell
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